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. Be ‘ tha

gortral Eust German Ministry of Hewlth (Berlin N4, Scharnhorststeases 34), I%
18 sompulsary to repors many of thess diseaser to the Minlstiy. In additien,
the highes staff of the Ministry frequently travels around Ewst Germery onm
ingpection tours and aluo meinbtaine corpespondence with many ministerisl wad
soadenlo {ustitubes on kealth prohlemss Ua this why, the Minlatry balleves
Lhaalf to be well informed cn rare didessorfln Ewat Germany.

b Lepbosplrosis |

Canes of this do sceur in Bast Germany, purtioularly resenbly in plants kandiing

fishe In July 1852, seven desthe from leptomplrowmis wers reported to the Ministry

of Healtke Professor Johannes Eathe of Rostwok Univeraity has besn partlsularly

lnberented ln leptoaplrasie and han a l’g‘b:’mwtow in the Hyglene Institute of ‘the

Undversity, at Gertrudenstrasne 9, for the study of leptospirosis, In May 19,

he wrotie & long raport 4o the Minlstry &f Health on his work on leplosplisresin (soe
o Appendiz)e

A ' Broeplelitie

L
i

Cases have soowmd in Hest Germany evoﬁr wonth from Januvary to June of 1958, wa
tYhe following taple showst

Onses of encephalitis in Bast Germany (Bunt Berlin snd Lasnder), 1443

Now anavs reported Daatha
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Fpidemic hepatitis

In sarly Septanber 1962, the Minlstry of Health was investigabing an
valbrsak of epldemis hepatitis in Jobancgecrgenstadt, The firat reperts
{widoh reached the SCC in Berlin.¥arlshorst as wsll ae the Mnistey) wers
of an oatbreak of typhold, It was quiskly disscversd that ths early
dingnords was wrong and that it wes an ovtbreak of hepatitis, In late
August, there wers wbout §0 cases in Jelstageorgenstadt snd the miher
wer Incressing

Srthrey:

19 dlumase are practically unknown in Bast Germeny. TFhe laxt urhies
boooyszeed arn 1948 in ths Pirm of Asid Serum Werik, Dessau, ws %
L wane, dn whish the veterinkvian there polsansd his wife,

Minoellansouy digeasss

(1Ye Blatoplesmesis, pstttucostia and plagus ("Pest™ In German)e Thess
are, to sl Intanta sud purpedss, tgknown in Beeb Germa.ye Tt VB
ot impoasible that cacs avery few years & cmse may be Imperted,
bu% 4t Le not known exsept Por this,

{2)o Cholerme Taknows, There has rot Lesn a gingle case for nany yeara,

("3 Bruwel lowite In early Zeptember 1962, the Mindstry 41d net Imovw ef &
elagle cate Ja Basl Geramnye, Cesed do coowr, Lut are very raig,.

(4)e Q Pevmre Vo omses sre at the momsnt kiewn to “he Ministry, whi-h,
howewear, rescgulires the poasibility of Its exletenca since ilinesa is
uwaunlly very alight sod it is often not preperly recopgnired wnd
waportady

Jemmar, Alsensas

T

Tie

Ay

Below ln paragraph 4 sre the atatistlos {tobtals only) resorded in the seoret
files of the santral Minlutry of Bealth for the more semmon huran disessen,
Pur July 1852, The statistios omme to the Minlstry ss ueual “lzough the
Land ministrless It should be remembared that towards the snd of July 1082
tha dieselution of the Lend ninistries wes auncunsed and the formation af
Smglek goveraments wae in peapressa sn theve was sopaiderable discrgsnizatien
in bie Best Gewman administeabion.

The esntral Minletey bettemed (hat the figures repertsd for deeths Pron poliew
wyalitis were correcls . OF unew oassp, hawaver, thers wes prohably sems
falings by individaal doctord te report Jlght inPectionss mezy of Lthe cmans
ware very light,

It wan reported ‘m the Minlotry that thers were ware widespread sutbrsaks of
poliomyelitin In the scuthers part of Dast Jermany in dugust,

)
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do = Btatistics of reportable diseases for July 19625 Five Laendsr snd
Hast Berlin combined
Vew cuses la
tle month Deaths

Typhold e7i 26

Paratyphold 145 i

Dyzeatery 7o i

Diphtherin 1,081 g

Soerlet ferer & TRE 2

Folllomyelitis 28 1

Baoctericlogical food pelecning 1,769 1z

. Pulmonary ;) 2008 504

Curtanesus TB o] i

TB = other srgans vk 45

Tuveraulsr meringltie ' 1 i
50X1-HUM
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A brief sumary of Professor Dr. Johaunes Kathe®s work on Weil's disease in the
food industry.

Professor Dr. Johannes Emthe, director of the University of Rostock's Hygiens
Institute (Rostock, Gertrudsnstrasse 9), made & report to the East Germen Ministry
of Health on 6 May 1952 on his work on Weil's diseass, The following paragraphs ’
avre & brief summary of his report.

In connecbion with his leptospirosis laboratory, Professor Kathe and his co-
workors made an investigation, from November 1951 to early 1952, of smses of
Weills disease in certain places handling food. These places weres

B 'Ehe fish preparation factory in Schween,; Kreis Guestrow
be the fish preparation factory in Marienshe bei Rostook
6o the Rostock slaughterhouse.

The investigation started when s doctor, suspecting Weil's disease amony the
workers of the Schwaan fectory, sent Professor Kathe a blood specimen in June 1951,
This specimen was serologically confirmed to come from a petient having Weil's
digesse. This led to the testing of ssmplesof blood from other Schwean workers
end finally to the systematic work sterting in November 1951,

8. From 6 to 10 cc specimens of blood sers were preparsd. These were tested
sgeinst six leptospira strainss two L. grippotyphoss strains and one strain
each of L. icterohaemorrhegise ioterog. (Weil), L. pomona, L. batavia and
¢aniocola.

be Taking sgglubtination lysin titers of 1:100 and 13200 ss "doubtful" and
18400 or more as Mpositive™ for a Leptospirs infeotion, the investigstors found
17 more cases of infection, among %00 workers in the faotory, than the 7 cases
diagnosed by the dostor.

e Wellts disesse is spread by rats and the hesvy leptospira infections of the
epithelim of the tubuli comtorti of Rostook rat kldneys waas notad by the
investigatorss (Levaditi's silver steining method). Thers was = plague of
rats in the feotory and town of Schvmen in 1951 which Profeamsor Kathe
sssoclated with the fish waste products ascattered around.

Aa 8 ocontrol, the blood of 106 inhabitants of the ares, sent for Wasaermmna
reaotion tests (WeeRe) was tested for Well's laptospira. One sample waz positive
(L5400 plus), that 18 ce 1 peroents Kathe noted, "That 1a & high geranntage.
wertalnly connected with the heavy rat infestation of cur country.” Prafasscr
Kathe next expresssd hia view that the officisl statistios in this fleld are
unrellabla,

Tnveatigation of the Uarienshe fmotory showed ¥ out of 106 workers to have Weills
dlsease, .

The Rostook slaughberhouse waa found to have 8 cmsez among 77 workers.
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Te Sumary of cases in the three pltceé

Pigce Noo_ sxamined Weil = pozitive
Actual Percentags
Schwaan fish factery 300 24 8
Marienshe fish factory 106 3 k3
Rostock slaughterhouse 77 8 10
control 105 1 1
Totalss 587 Tz6 .

Only 8 of the 36 cases of Weil's disease had been suspected by the general
practitionsrs concerned. This was not surprising, said Professor Kathe, when
one considered how insdequate was the instruotion of medical students on
infectious disease cases., "When I recently examined s group of five candidates,
I discovered that net a single one of them had seen a typhoid patieat.® Professor
Kethe adnitted, howsver, that Weills disease was not elways essy to disgnose.

8s Conslusions

8o Weil's disease wae responaible for loss of produstion in some parts of the
food industry. Pstients might be amy from work for four t- sight weeks and
many of them for even longer, :

be This should be combatted by training doctors to recognize forms of lepto-
splrcels earliery bty extending ‘“hs use of automatis equipment in the
fish factorles, beuauss the knives wielded by the fisherwomen were
responsible for mexy skin abrasions, which facilitated the entry c¢f the
Leptospiras snd by ecxberminating the rats, prefersbly bty introdusing nsbs.

50X1-HUM

oa Professor Kathe could not agree| |thet for an
sssumption of & traumetlo leptospira infeotion, proof of amall cracks and
sbresions n hands or feet was not encugh, Kethe believed that open wounds
Wers not essential for the entry of leptospira, He did ngru@
however, chat between entry ("Unfellsreignis™) and outbreak of illness there
wag an inoubatlon period of two to twenty deys.

ds Professor Kethe finally mentioned the social werkmen's compensation aepect
of the matter, ssying that Well's disease should be treated as a acheduled
disease for compensation purposes.
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